MARLBOROUGH
Apart from the gossip recorded in various English
memoirs and contemporary letters, and a few documents in
the French archives, the whole of the charge against the
Revolution leaders rests upon such records as exist of what
the Jacobites at Saint-Germains thought or wrote down about
them. There are no holograph letters of any kind in exist-
ence. With the notable exception of the Camaret Bay Letter,
to which a separate chapter will be devoted, there are not even
reputed copies of any of Marlborough's letters. Surely this
is remarkable. Whereas King William's archives contain
many holograph letters tantamount to treason written to him
before the Revolution, and in particular Marlborough's letter of
August 4,1688, the Jacobite records are destitute of any similar
original documents. Yet if the obj ect of the conspirators was,
as we are assured, to obtain pardons from James in the event
of a restoration, it would have been natural for the exiled King
to require some compromising gage, such as Churchill had
so freely given to William. That Churchill would not have
feared to do so can be judged from his action in William's case.
If it be true that he begged for " two lines in the King's
handwriting " according him his pardon, would it not have
been reasonable for James to reply, " Then send me just two
lines in yours." We may be sure that if any holograph
letters had existed they would have been preserved in the
Jacobite archives with jealous care; and would have come
down to us through the same channels as many less signi-
ficant documents. However, there are none- None have
come down, because none existed. There remain only the
assertions of the Jacobite records. These records are there-
fore of the utmost interest.
In his early life James II was accustomed to write
memoirs and notes of the events with which he was con-
cerned. "He kept/' says Burnet, "a constant Journal
of all that passed, of which he showed me a great deal."
His first wife, who died in 1671, began a Life of her
husband "all drawn from his Journal." She showed a
volume of her work to Burnet, whom James later on thought
of employing to finish it. In his flight from England the
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